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of family. It is part of the Appalachian culture that
values mothers and fathers, grandfathers and
grandmothers, as well as siblings, cousins, and other
kin. So, to view Mary within the context of family,
reshapes the question for us. How can we not
venerate, cherish, and love Mary? For she is the
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consents to do his will, even though a “sword will
pierce her heart as well.”

Mary, the Mother of our Lord, is mentioned
in a number of places in the Gospels and the Acts of
the Apostles. She features prominently in several
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